


in certain western infestations. The mostly pure stands of evergreens typical of 
Colorado, however, are unlikely to be seriously damaged.

Damage
In urban areas, gypsy moth caterpillars are nuisances as they feed on 

shade and ornamental trees and shrubs. The caterpillars and debris from their 
feeding get into pools, on sides of houses, on patios, etc. Severe defoliation 
reduces plant vigor, which allows for secondary pest infection. During a long-
term outbreak, repeated defoliation can result in host death.

Extensive defoliation of forested areas is unsightly and costly. Heavily 
damaged park and forest lands are not attractive to tourism. Industry that depends 
on aspen for raw material and firewood also may find supplies reduced.

Gypsy moth defoliation can alter wildlife habitats. Defoliation reduces 
both cover and forage for many wildlife species.

Areas declared by regulatory agencies to be infested with gypsy moth are 
subject to quarantines that could be both costly and inconvenient.

Controls
Detection is the first step to control the gypsy moth. This can be done 

by visual inspection, but by far the most effective means has been the use of 
pheromone traps. These traps mimic the scent of female moths and attract male 
moths. Once an infestation is detected, use traps the next year at higher densities 
to pinpoint the area needing treatment. 
They can also serve as a partial control by 
catching large numbers of males.

Infestations usually are treated 
by spraying with ground equipment 
or aircraft. Sprays must combine 
environmental safety and effectiveness. 
They normally are applied in May.

Experimental methods, such 
as the release of irradiated egg masses 
that yield sterile moths, have been 
used successfully in Colorado. Future 
techniques will probably integrate all of 
the above, as well as new materials and/
or natural controls, such as parasites and 
predators that may evolve.

Eradication of introduced 
populations is possible in Colorado but 
depends on early detection. Trapping is 
a key to success in managing this insect 
pest safely and inexpensively.

Anyone who believes they have 
detected the gypsy moth in any stage should contact the Colorado State Forest 
Service.

Related Fact Sheet.
	 See Colorado Exotic Insect Detection and Identification fact sheet series 
for Gypsy Moth in Colorado - Identification of Insects and Damage of Similar 
Appearance, http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/insect/Woodwasp.pdf.

Figure 3: Pheromone trap.
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Figure 1: Nearly full-grown gypsy moth 
caterpillar. Actual size is about 1 1/2 to 2 
inches long.

Figure 2: Male gypsy moth. Note 
feathery antennae.
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