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The purpose of this newsletter is to 

facilitate the dissemination of in-

formation relevant to our districts 

and cooperators. I hope to include 

the following items in the quarterly 

�Q�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U�����Z�K�D�W�¶�V���Q�H�Z���L�Q���L�Q�V�H�F�W��
and disease literature, science and 

management; upcoming literature 

revisions and releases; technical 

bulletins, emerging issues; calendar 

of events; announcements and 

frequently asked questions. 

 

�)�R�U���W�K�H���P�D�Q�\���R�I���\�R�X���,���K�D�Y�H�Q�¶�W���\�H�W��
met, let me introduce myself. I 

moved to Colorado from Flagstaff, 

AZ, where I completed my doctor-

ate in forestry in Dec 2008. My 

research emphasis was in forest 

entomology. Over the last several 

years I worked predominately on 

tree-pest interactions on tropical 

hardwoods. I also developed meth-

ods for using specific insect taxa 

for use as bioindicators. I was the 

coordinator of international pro-

grams for the School of Forestry. 

 

�,�¶�P���H�[�F�L�W�H�G���W�R���E�H���M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�R�O�R��
rado State Forest Service and look 

forward to exploring and working 

in the diverse ecosystems and for-

est types in Colorado. 

�,�¶�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���W�K�D�Q�N���D�O�O���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V���I�R�U��
submitting their annual insect and 

disease reports. These reports help 

inform the annual Report on the  

�+�H�D�O�W�K���R�I���&�R�O�R�U�D�G�R�¶�V���)�R�U�H�V�W�V�����$�Q�G��
as a new member of the team, they 

help me understand what issues the 

districts have been dealing with 

and what upcoming insect and 

disease issues might affect them.  

 

�,�¶�O�O���E�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V��
in Colorado and the western United 

States over the upcoming months 

and look forward to meeting other 

CSFS staff in person.  

 

Contact me at: 

Sky.Stephens@colostate.edu  

970-491-7282 (Office)   

970-988-4271 (Cell) 

Too Good to be True  

If it sounds too good to be true, it 

�S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���L�V�����,�¶�Y�H���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�G���D���Q�X�P��
ber of insect cure alls for mountain 

pine beetle and spruce budworm in 

the last month and they sure sound 

good but, it looks like the old ad-

age sticks. 

 

�%�H�U�W�K�R�X�G�¶�V���$�J�U�L�K�R�X�V�H���2�'�&���L�V���D��
colloidal chitosan. This product 

�F�O�D�L�P�V���W�R���D�F�W�L�Y�D�W�H���W�K�H���W�U�H�H�¶�V���L�P��
mune system, increase pitch pro-

duction and reduce pine beetle egg 

production.  However, a recent 

USFS technical report showed that 

while increased resin response 

occurred following ground applica-

tion of the product, no impact on 

bluestain fungus lesion growth 

occurred and testing is still needed 

�W�R���D�V�V�H�V�V���W�K�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�¶�V���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���R�Q��
bark beetle production.  

Current status: Not ready for rec-

ommendation, further assessment 

needed. 

Source: Effects of a chitosan prod-

uct on oleoresin flow and resinous 

lesion formation in loblolly pine. 

K. Klepzig and B. Strom July 2008 

 

Have you heard one lately? For-

�Z�D�U�G���L�W���W�R���P�H���D�Q�G���,�¶�O�O���O�R�R�N���L�Q�W�R���L�W�� 

 

Continues on page 2. 

Me at my desk in Ghana 2007 
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