
23-30-310. Wildfire emergency response fund - creation.

(1) There is hereby created in the state treasury the wildfire emergency response fund, 
which shall be administered by the Colorado state forest service. The Colorado state 
forest service is authorized to seek and accept gifts, grants, reimbursements, or donations 
from private or public sources for the purposes of this section. The fund shall consist of 
all moneys that may be appropriated thereto by the general assembly and all private and 
public funds received through gifts, grants, reimbursements, or donations that are 
transmitted to the state treasurer and credited to the fund. All interest earned from the 
investment of moneys in the fund shall be credited to the fund. The moneys in the fund 
are hereby continuously appropriated for the purposes indicated in this section. Any 
moneys not expended at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not 
be transferred to or revert to the general fund. 

(2) The Colorado state forest service shall use the moneys in the wildfire emergency 
response fund to provide funding or reimbursement for the first aerial tanker flight or the 
first hour of a firefighting helicopter to a wildfire at the request of any county sheriff, 
municipal fire department, or fire protection district. 

(3) (a) To effectively implement the provisions of this section and to provide 
recommendations to the governor related to use of the disaster emergency fund pursuant 
to section 24-32-2106, C.R.S., the state forester, a representative of the county sheriffs of 
Colorado, a representative of the Colorado state fire chiefs' association, the director of the 
office of emergency management, and the adjutant general or his or her designee shall 
collaborate to develop an initial aerial attack plan designed to address the availability of 
appropriate aerial firefighting resources for the initial aerial attack of a wildfire. The 
initial aerial attack plan shall include recommendations that address the following: 

(I) The amount of aerial firefighting resources necessary for the state of Colorado at 
times of high and low wildfire risk; 

(II) The availability of appropriate aerial firefighting equipment and personnel at 
times of high fire risk to respond to a wildfire; and 

(III) A process for ordering and dispatching aerial firefighting equipment and 
personnel that is consistent with, and supportive of, the statewide mobilization plan 
prepared pursuant to section 24-33.5-1210, C.R.S. 

(b) The initial aerial attack plan recommendations developed pursuant to paragraph 
(a) of this subsection (3) shall be completed no later than September 1, 2004, and updated 
each September 1 thereafter. The state forester shall submit a written report of the initial 
aerial attack plan to the governor and the members of the general assembly no later than 
September 15, 2004, and by each September 15 thereafter. 

(c) The state forester, the representative of the county sheriffs of Colorado, the 
representative of the Colorado state fire chiefs' association, the director of the office of 



emergency management, and the adjutant general or his or her designee shall not receive 
additional compensation for the collaboration required by this subsection (3) for the 
development of the initial aerial attack plan. 
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