
The New Year brought trainings, Stock Show outreach, a 

Seedling Tree Nursery workday, flood restoration work, and 
other successful events thanks to our dedicated group of 

volunteers.  Our Volunteer of the Year Award went to Tara 
Costanzo. Congratulations Tara! Thanks for your dedication to 

the volunteer program!  Here is the link to the press release.  

http://csfs.colostate.edu/volunteer/volunteer-of-the-year/ 
 

Another Successful Stock Show Year for Outreach 
Two Saturdays were spent at the National Western Stock Show 

in Denver, Jan. 10 and 24. CSFS volunteers and staff talked to 
event visitors about Colorado’s forest health issues and the 

CSFS Seedling Tree Nursery.  The show attracts people from all 

over the West and beyond, as well as CSU alumni who stop by 
to support the Forest Service and show their Ram pride.  

Emerald ash borer is one of the timely issues facing Colorado’s 
Front Range urban communities, and information about the tree 

pest was distributed and discussed with many. The Fire Wheel, 

a youth-related outreach activity, drew in the younger visitors 
who were asked a wildland fire-related question. This was the 

109th NWSS and drew its second-highest attendance this year 
with nearly 700,000 attendees during its 16 day run.  

 
CSFS Volunteer Gives Time & Talent for Puppet Tree   

Jeff Stark has given his time for various CSFS events over the 

last couple of years, and we were grateful for his time and 
talent when he answered the request to help with 

reconstruction of  parts of the puppet tree. The tree is used to 
educate youth in schools and at events to teach the importance  
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of trees, from the critters that depend on them to the wood 

we use in everyday life.  It is a valued and important tool 
used for education and we appreciate Jeff for giving his time 

in helping get the tree back to structural soundness.  
 

Chipper Training at the CSFS State Office  

The wood chipper is an important machine used for forest 
health initiatives. The Volunteer Program uses the chipper on 

many events throughout the year, with safety being the most 
important factor when bringing the chipper to other locations 

for workdays on, or helping to clean up the CSFS Seedling 

Tree Nursery grounds.  While we always give a thorough 
safety talk to volunteers on these events, we also know the 

importance of having volunteers with more in-depth 
knowledge of the chipper and what it takes to have a 

successful event.  Nancy Dadisman, Volunteer Program 

coordinator, led the training on Jan. 15 with classroom and 
hands-on instruction to the volunteers and staff who 

participated.  The group chipped up some slash on the 
property, getting everyone some experience while helping 

out the Fort Collins district with some clean-up that was 
much appreciated.  
 
Nursery Work Day  
Another day was spent removing Russian olive trees from the 

CSFS Seedling Tree Nursery grounds on March 8.  The 
Russian olive trees were classified a noxious weed and 

became illegal to sell  in 2003.  The  main reason  they  were        

 

Left: Jeff Stark with the 
rebuilt puppet tree 
structure. 
 
Above: The puppet tree 
in action at the 2012 
Forestry Fair. 

Above: Trent Schmutz and Kelly Broadbear at the National 
Western Stock Show. 



banned was they  have a propensity to take over riparian areas, 

crowding out native vegetation such as willows. Seeds are 
readily spread by birds and can remain viable for up to three 

years.  The tree is on the List B species in Colorado, making it 
required to be eradicated, contained or suppressed depending 

on the infestation. The Colorado Department of Agriculture 

provides lists of all noxious weeds, classifications and removal 
suggestions at: 

www.colorado.gov/pacific/agconservation/noxiousweeds. 
 

U of M Students Bring Service to CSFS Foothills Campus 
“Students Today, Leaders Forever” is a program that offers 

students a chance to travel around the country during spring 

break to do service projects on the way to a destination city. 
The 36 students from the University of Minnesota in Morris, MN, 

contacted the CSFS to volunteer their time on the way to 
Denver.  They arrived on the afternoon of March 10 and helped 

to spread truckloads of mulch around the CSFS campus 

grounds. Others assisted by helping to create tree cookies; 
cutting, sanding and drilling holes in the pieces of wood used for 

outreach and education all year long.  The very enthusiastic 
group from the Midwest gave over 70 hours combined time and 

we appreciated them making the CSFS one of their stops on 
such a fantastic spring break!   

 

Riordan Outdoor Education Day  

The Sylven Dale Guest Ranch at the mouth of the Big Thompson 
Canyon hosted Riordan Outdoor Education Day on, April 3. 

Tristan Youngquist, CSFS volunteer, joined the 30 or more other 

volunteers to help educate the Fifth-grade class from Lincoln 
Elementary, who learned about different aspects of forestry and 

wood products, got to touch animal belts and skulls, identify 
animal tracks, saw themselves on wildlife cameras, captured 

aquatic invertebrates, and learned “Leave No Trace” principles. 
The class was chosen based on the loss of their outdoor 

education program and the elementary school’s lack of funds to 

produce another one. The day was a collaborative event with 
CSU’s Warner College clubs including The American Fisheries 

Society, Society for Conservation Biology, the Wildlife Society 
and Society of American Foresters. The event was paid for and 

organized by the Riordan Family Leadership in Environment and 

Natural Resources Program.  

Above: Volunteers Andrew White and Nicole Barthlow spread 
native seed along the North Saint Vrain Creek.  

Flood Restoration Work at Apple Valley 

Volunteers traveled to Lyons, Colo. on April 11 to assist in 
efforts led by the Wildland Restoration Volunteers to restore 

the flood-damaged riparian area along the North Saint Vrain 
Creek. Boulder County had severe damage from the Sep-

tember 2013 flooding disaster, and much of the highway 

where the work was done had been completely washed 
away, along with many homes in an area known as Apple 

Valley.  This section of the creek along U.S. 36 has been 
rebuilt, but the devastation is still apparent with remnants 

of destroyed homes and piles of trees and brush washed 
downstream.  Over 80  volunteers worked planting willow 

stems and alder shrubs (from the CSFS Seedling Tree 

Nursery), and spreading native seed and mulch during the 
day-long event.   

Right: Volunteer 
Michelle Haddix 
drags Russian 
olive slash at the 
Seedling Tree 
Nursery. 

Left: “Students 
Today; Leaders 
Forever” Univer-
sity of Minnesota 
students at the 
CSFS Campus.  

 

 
5K Run for Arbor Day  

More than 100 people turned out at CSU’s Oval on a chilly 
Saturday morning in April to run a 5K in honor of Arbor Day. 

The run was sponsored by the Alpha Gamma Omega 

fraternity, with the goal to raise money for the Thomas 
Borden Tree Fund, which is a memorial fund used to plant 

and replace trees at CSU.  Six-hundred dollars was raised to 
purchase trees for future tree plantings.  



               Volunteer  Spotlight 
 
 

 

Above: Sam Peterson, 
a senior wildlife 
biology student, shows 
a garter snake to 
students at the Riordan 
Outdoor Ed. Day. 
 
Left:  
Mike Eckhoff teaches 
students about 
different types of wood 
at the Riordan Outdoor 
Education Day.  

~CSFS Volunteer Program Mission Statement~ 
 

The CSFS Volunteer Program  
seeks to achieve stewardship of  

Colorado's diverse forest environments  
through forestry outreach  

   and service. 
 

Currently a junior at CSU, 
Kelly Broadbear has been 
volunteering with the CSFS 
since moving to Colorado  
from St. George, Utah, in 
January 2012 (except during 
the summer when she has 
been fighting fires with a 
crew in Grand Lake).  “I 
love to spend time outside 
working hard. I love the feel
-good warm and fuzzies I 
get when I volunteer,” says 
Kelly. She also likes to keep 
her sawyer skills fresh and 
her favorite events are when 
she gets to use those skills  

cutting. Kelly also enjoys helping with Scout Day in April. 
Scouts rotate through stations to learn many aspects of forestry 
at this annual event. She likes to help because “… so much is 
put into preparing for it, there’s a lot of volunteers and new peo-
ple to meet, and there’s yummy food.”  Kelly also states: “At the 
end of the day we really feel like we made a difference in peo-
ple’s lives.”  After finishing her education in the natural re-
sources  Kelly hopes to stay in the West working for a state for-
est service, U.S. Forest Service, or the National Parks, and mar-
ry her long-time boyfriend, Trent Schmutz, who also volunteers 
with the CSFS.  Thank you Kelly for all the time and dedication 
you have given to the CSFS Volunteer Program!  

        Kelly Broadbear 

Above: Runners at the Arbor Day 5K on the CSU Oval.  

2015 Scout Day Cancellation 

We were very sorry to have to cancel Scout Day this year due to 
heavy snowfall at the Ben Delatour Scout Ranch in Red Feather 

Lakes. This is our largest annual event, and we rely on many 
volunteers to commit a Saturday to helping us accomplish this 

important forestry learning event for the Boy and Girl Scouts.  

Thank you to all those who signed-up to help this year!  We are 
going to see if we could help Scouts attain their Forestry badge 

in other ways this summer. Stay tuned!  

 
 

Summer 2015: Workday at La Foret Camp and Retreat 
Center, Black Forest 

Stay Tuned for more project announcements!  
If you are interested in helping with the Seedling Tree 

Nursery contact Nancy Dadisman at  
Nancy.Dadisman@colostate.edu 



 
A big thanks  

to all 
of our  

wonderful  

Volunteers! 
 


