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I. COMMUNITY PROFILE  
 

CWPP Wildfire Mitigation Team  

The Cripple Creek Mountain Estates CWPP Wildfire Mitigation Team (WMT) has collaborated 

and consulted with Four Mile Fire Protection District, Teller County government officials, 

Colorado State Forest Service, Coalition for Upper South Platte (CUSP), Cripple Creek 

Mountain Estates POA, and other interested parties to develop the Cripple Creek Mountain 

Estates Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CCME CWPP). The CCME CWPP was created 

using the guidelines of Preparing a Community Wildfire Protection Plan: A Handbook for 

Wildland-Urban Interface Communities (2004) and the Community Guide to Preparing and 

Implementing a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (2008).  
 

Location and General Description 

The Cripple Creek Mountain Estates community is located in Teller County approximately four 

miles north/northwest of Cripple Creek, CO and 15 miles south/southeast of Florissant, CO on 

Teller County Road 1. CCME is bordered by Dome Rock State Wildlife Area on the north;  

small subdivisions, privately owned land, and pockets of BLM land on the east, south, and west; 

and sections of land owned by Colorado State Land Board on the east.  

Map 1: Location of CCME 
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The CCME community encompasses an area of approximately five square miles or 3,000 acres 

and was developed primarily for permanent residences, seasonal use cabins and second 

homes. As of 2020, there was a total of 1,512 lots of which 350 had structures on them and 1,162 

were vacant. Lots vary in size from .5 to 10 acres, with an average lot size of 1.84 acres. 

Approximately 235 acres are designated as common area owned by the CCME Property Owners 

Association. Within the CCME boundaries are also small pockets of BLM land and private land 

not associated with CCME. 

 

Property owners belong to the Cripple Creek Mountain Estates Property Owners Association; 

17% of the landowners live in CCME; 48% are non-resident Colorado owners; 35% are non-

resident, out-of-state owners.  
 

Roads are maintained by Teller County and there are four points of egress in and out of 

the subdivision on to Teller County Road 1ðAnges Drive, Portland, and Gold King Drive on the 

east side of Teller CR1 and Andes Road on the west side of Teller CR1. 

 

Mountain Mutual Water Company (MMWC) is the water supply and distribution entity 

exclusively for the Cripple Creek Mountain Estates property owners.  The Mountain Mutual 

Water Company system consists of a water source, a transmission system, and a distribution 

system to which members lots are connected. Unlike most municipal type water systems, each 

member connected to the system furnishes the requisite water storage and pressure maintenance 

each household needs for common domestic uses. 

 

MMWC's waterworks includes two wells in the Gillette Flats area (a main well installed in the 

early 1980s and upgraded in 2019), a 250,000 gallon storage tank on the southeast side of 

Rhyolite Mountain, five other water tanks located in the CCME subdivision that hold between 

20,000 and 100,000 gallons each, and over 65 miles of transmission lines and mains. 

 

Every member with a home connects to the water system at a tap point along the distribution 

system (usually in the road near the property). The tap then continues to the property via a 

metering device before it continues on to the member's cistern. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mountainmutual.com/Images/MMWC%20Source.png
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II. COMMUNITY MAP S 

 

Community Base Map 

Map 2 shows CCME platted lots plus key facilities of the CCME Community Center, Four Mile 

Fire Protection District fire station#2, and Mountain Mutual Water Company. 
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Map 2: CCME Base Map 
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Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Map  

The Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) is the geographical area where structures and other human 

development meet or intermingle with wildland or vegetative fuels. It refers to the area within 

and adjacent to the community where a wildfire would directly impact the community.  

 

Map 3: CCME WUI  
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CCME Zones 
The CCME CWPP Wildfire Mitigation Team believes that community risk reduction will 

be most effective when neighbors work together. Due to the physical size of the CCME 

subdivision, the properties need to be broken down into smaller segments to manage the fire 

mitigation efforts. 

 

Map 4 depicts six zonesðcommunities within the community that will form the basic units for 

fire mitigation efforts. Each zone will have a captain who will  promote and organize the CWPP 

implementation activities described in Sections IV and V of this document.  

 

Map 4: CCME Zones for Fire Mitigation  
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III. COMMUNITY RISK ASSESSMENT  

 

Fire History --Recent wildfire events in our local area. 

 

High Chateau FireðJune 30 ï July 6, 2018. Four miles south of Florrisant Fossil Beds National 

Monument. Eleven homes were destroyed.  

 

Waldo Canyon FireðJune 9 ï July 11, 2012. Fire active in the Pike National Forest and 

adjoining areas, covering a total of 18,247 acres, causing the evacuation of over 32,000 residents 

of Colorado Springs, Manitou Springs, and Woodland Park and several small mountain 

communities along the southwestern side of Highway 24. There were 346 homes destroyed. 
 

Nash Ranch FireðJune 24 ï June 27, 2008. Impacted 1,000 acres in nearby Park County. 
 
 
For the last 100 years, U.S. fire suppression policies have largely kept fire from playing its 

natural role, resulting in unnaturally high ñfuelò levels in forests and other areas throughout the 

country. Removing fire from ecosystems that depend on it to stay healthy, coupled with more 

people building houses in flammable natural areas, have created a costly and dangerous wildfire 

problem (FireAdaptedNetwork.org).  

 

According to the Colorado State Forest Service, the wildfire season in Colorado has lengthened 

due to a changing climate, resulting in wildfires that start earlier, last longer, cost more to 

suppress, cause more damage and threaten more lives than ever before. Climate impacts and 

vulnerabilities are influencing vegetation and fire occurrence through warmer temperatures 

(annual and seasonal), more days with extreme heat and more variable precipitation.  The three 

of Coloradoôs largest wildfires occurred in 2020.  
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CCME Community Risk Assessment 

 

To assess the risk of wildfire occurrence in the area of CCME, we first reviewed a risk 

assessment of subdivision wildfire hazard ratings that was included in the Teller County CWPP 

(2005). Factors rated included Subdivision Design (ingress/egress, primary road widths, 

accessibility, secondary road terminus, average lot size, street signs), Vegetation (fuels/density, 

defensible spaces completed), Topography (slope), Fire Protection (response time, hydrants), 

Structure Hazard (predominant building materials), and Utilities  (placement of gas and/or 

electric). As show below, the results placed CCME in Category III for crown fire hazard and 

Category II for property loss hazard.  
 

 
 

 
 

As reported in the more recent Teller County CWPP Update of 2021, data from the Teller 

County Multi-Hazard Plan dated August 2008 placed CCME in the overall ñHigh Riskò 

category for wildfire hazard risk. 

 

The Four Mile Fire Protection District (2013) CWPP, addresses the Teller Hazard fire ratings 

(low, moderate, high, and severe) and are consistent with Teller Countyôs evaluations. The Four 

Mile FPD CWPP identified high-priority subdivisions with dangerous fuel conditions both inside 

and around the subdivision boundaries. These fuel reduction subdivision projects include 

Highland Meadows, Lakemore West, and Cripple Creek Mountain Estates.  
 

The following graphic depicts boundaries of Teller Countyôs fire protection districts and wildfire 

hazard ratings for specific areas (2020). 
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Cripple Creek Mountain Estates 

 

Wildfire Hazard Rating High 

 

In April of 2021, the CCME Wildfire Mitigation Team conducted an assessment of CCME, 

focusing on the common areas. Leading the assessment was David Root, forester from the 

Colorado State Forest Service. Based on the topography of the area (south-facing, steep, dense 

trees, fallen trees and other ground fuel), 134 acres of the CCME common area were identified as 

most ñat riskò for wildfire. 

 

Map 5: CCME Common Areas High Wildfire Hazard  

 

 
 


