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« The following pruning information and
instructions are designed for small to
medium sized pruning jobs

* This information is not intended for large
trees where climbing is involved.



Pruning Objectives

for Shade and Ornamental Trees

- Why are you pruning
 What are the types of pruning

 How to prune correctly

 When is the best time of year

 Where do you start




« Important in all landscape situations

 Improves safety for people, buildings, cars
and infrastructure

* Fruit production

« Improves tree structure

« Enhances the tree vigor and overall health
 Improves tree aesthetics

* Pruning should not be done to allow more

sunlight to reach the ground for flowers, grass
or shrubs









Remove Included bark

This is a weak branch attachment with potential for failure
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Remove Cross

High potential for wounds



Remove Over/Under Branches

Growing in the Same Space - Conflicting



Remove Stubs

Anytime!

Stubs invite insects and diseases into the tree



Remove Suckers

Winter is best

—don’t stub!

Remove suckers from their point of origin on the root



Remove Water Sprouts

Summer is best
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Usually occur because the tree was over-pruned



Provide for Public Safety




Establish a Leader -
Codominate Top

This ash has two leaders — Choose the most

vigorous! One cut restores lead



Establish Permanent Branch
Structure for Street Trees
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Height standards for street trees:
8 feet over sidewalks and 14 feet over streets



Established Permanent Branch
on Street Trees

Lt

8 feet over sidewalks and 14 feet over streets
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