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• The following pruning information and 
instructions are designed for small to 
medium sized pruning jobs  

• This information is not intended for large 
trees where climbing is involved.

Caution



Where It All Starts!

Always start with the best plant available!
It is the cheapest part of the whole formula.



Look for these features when 
buying a new tree 
1. Dominant central leader on shade trees

2. Well-spaced branches

3. In the container, roots have reached the 
container wall but are not circling

4. In the container, a tree has obvious above 
ground and root system vigor

5. No apparent insect or disease problems

6. No damage to trunk



Dominant central leader on 
Shade trees

• Shade trees should 
have a single leader

• Multiple leaders will 
result in bad form and 
potential tree damage 
as tree matures



Good Root System
• A root system with 
straight roots growing 
radially away from the 
trunk, not deflected 
down or around

• Root defects should 
always be corrected 
before planting
• circling the trunk
• growing downward

Photo by Ed Gilman, University of Florida 



Above Ground and 
Root System Vigor
• Tree is healthy

• Appropriate color
• Balanced branch 

structure
• Root system is 
healthy

• Pull off pot to make 
sure roots are not 
circling

• Make sure tree is in 
container at correct 
depth
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No Damage to the Trunk
• Scars or abrasions
• Insect holes from past 
infestation

• Sunscald –
environmental bark 
damage

• Human created wounds
• Don’t pay money for a 
damaged product

Photo by Purdue University Extension
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