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« The following pruning information and
instructions are designed for small to
medium sized pruning jobs

* This information is not intended for large
trees where climbing is involved.



Pruning Objectives

for Shade and Ornamental Trees

 Why are you pruning
 What are the types of pruning

 How to prune correctly

 When is the best time of year

 Where do you start




« Type of pruning chosen depends on:
 What are your objectives (i.e. preserve main stem)
« What is the tree’s size (how large)

« What condition is the tree in (how healthy)

« If very unhealthy, will pruning improve the health or should
the tree be removed and replaced?




Trees With Central Leaders

« Cottonwood « Oak
« Lanceleaf, Narrowleaf, « Swamp White, English,
Rio Grande Bur
- Green Ash cultivars « Ornamental Pear
« Marshall’s Seedless, « Autumn Blaze,
Patmore, Summit Cleveland Select, Red

- Honeylocust cultivars >pIre

. Imperial, Shademaster, * PIne

Skyline - Silver Maple
 Linden cultivars « Spruce

o Littleleaf — Greenspire : .
- American - Glenleven, White Ash cultivars

Norlin, Redmond



Trees Without Central Leaders

* Globe Willow

« Hawthorn

« Crimson Cloud, Paul Scarlet, Thornless Cockspur,
Washington, Winter King

« Mulberry - fruitless varieties are preferred
« Sunburst Honeylocust (not recommended for W. CO)

» Trees with Cascading branch habit
* Cherry, Crabapple, Mulberry, Willow



e Selective removal of

or poorly attached
branches

. cleaning the canopy A T
dead, diseased, broken @ /é,ﬁ’/

« Most common type of
pruning technique

» Routine pruning should
correct small growth
problems before they
become large problems

Image source :Ed Gillman



« Selective removal o
branches to increase
light penetration and air
movement through the
crown

« Remove unwanted
branches to point of
origin or a appropriate
ateral side branch

. * Reduce end weight of
~ over extended branches

— - Watersprouts are a

result of over pruning



Raising

« Remove lower
branches to provide
clearance for vehicle
or pedestrian signage

» Provide clearance for
infrastructure

* Avoid excessive
removal of lower
branches while tree is
goung. Lower

ranches provide food
necessary for
development of taper
and structural
stability.




« Used to reduce or
redirect a tree away
from an object

* Limb is pruned back to
its point of origin or
back to a lateral
capable of assuming
dominance

 Power companies
(should) use this type
of pruning, NEVER

topping
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Image source: USDA FS publication NA-FR-001-95



* The remaining branch
must be large enough to
assume dominance

 Branch should be 1/3 to
1/2 the diameter of the
removed portion

. * Properly pruned trees
will replace branches
- lost to pruning

o "= «To maintain the desired
Crown Reduction size / shape will require
regular pruning.

Image source :Ed Gillman



- Topped, sustained storm
or vandal damage or
have not ever been
pruned

i * The selective removal or
i1 subordination of sprouts

and branches to create a

desired tree structure

e

— *» The removal of all stubs
| and dead branches

» Restoration usually
requires several years of
pruning
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